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ANNCR: 

THE U.S. SENATE HAS FOLLOWFD THF HOUSF IN APPROVING A 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT THAT WOULD GIVE FULL 
CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION TO THE PFOPLE OF WASHINGTON, D.C. 

IF THE AMENDMENT IS APPROVED BY THREF FOURTHS OF THE STATES, THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WILL ELECT VOTING CONGRESSMEN AND TWO 
SENATORS, JUST LIKE THE 50 STATES, VOA'S LARRY LESUFUR HAS THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

COPT) TO MILLIONS OF TOURISTS, THE NATION'S CAPITAL IS A 
HANDSOME CITY OF BROAD, TREE-SHADED AVENUES, GLEAMING MONUMENTS, 
MUSEUMS AND IMPRESSIVE GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS. BUT TO ITS MORE THAN 
SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND RESIDENTS IT IS THE PLACE WHERE THEY LIVE, 
WORK AND REAR FAMILIES. CEND OPT) THE POPULATION OF WASHINGTON, D,¢ 
EXCEEDS THAT OF AT LEAST SEVEN STATES, YFT THF RESIDENTS OF THIS 
SEAT OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAVE NEVER HAD THE RIGHT To 
PARTICIPATE DIRECTLY IN CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS. THEY DO ELECT ONE 
DELEGATE TO THE U.S. HOUSF OF REPRESENTATIVES, BUT LIKE THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF PUERTO RICO, GUAM AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, THF 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DELEGATE HAS NO VOTE IN CONGRESS. 

SINCE 1961 THE RESIDENTS OF THIS FEDERAL ENCLAVE HAVE BEEN 
PERMITTED TO VOTE IN PRESIDENTIAL FLECTIONS. STILL, THE RESIDENTS 
OF WASHINGTON, D.C. HAVE LONG CONTENDED THEY ARE "SECOND CLASS 
CITIZENS COPT) COMPARED TO THF RESIDENTS OF THE SURROUNDING 
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA WHO LIVE IN THE NEARBY STATES OF 
MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA BUT COMMUTE TO WORK IN WASHINGTON DAILY, 


BECAUSE THEY ARE RESIDENTS OF STATES, THFSE COMMUTERS HAVE THE 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-6099 PAGE 2 
RIGHT TO ELECT SENATORS AND REPRESFNTAIVES TO REPRESENT THEIR 
INTERESTS IN CONGRESS. CEND OPT) 

THE ISSUE OF CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION FOR THE RESIDENTS 
OF THE U.S. CAPITOL HAS BFEN A SUBJECT OF DEBATE ALMOST SINCE 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS FOUNDED. ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS IN 
1800, THE U.S, CAPITAL HAS BFEN UNDER SIGNIFICANT FEDERAL CONTROL 
EVER SINCE, AFTER MANY YEARS OF DIRECT PRESIDENTIAL AND 
CONGRESSIONAL CONTROL, WASHINGTON WAS RECENTLY GRANTED POWER TO 
ELECT A MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL, BUT CONGRFSS STILL CONTROLS THE 
CITY'S BUDGET, 

UNQUESTIONABLY, CONGRESS HAS ALWAYS BEEN JEALOUS OF ITS 
PRFROGATIVES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, THIS HAS HELPED ACCOUNT 
FOR THE DEBATE OVER ITS VOTING RFPRFSENTATION IN CONGRESS. THE 
OTHER REASONS ARE RACE AND POLITICS, 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA'S POPULATION IS NOW PREDOMINANTLY 
BLACK. THEREFORE, IF THF DISTRICT ELECTS TWO SFNATORS, IT'S ASSUMEC 
THAT THEY, AS WELL AS ITS REPRESENTATIVEWS, WILL BE BLACK, TOO, 
AND SINCE THE DISTRICT USUALLY VOTES DEMOCRATIC IN PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS, IT'S ALSO ASSUMED THAT IS SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN WILL 
BE DEMOCRATS, TOO. BOTH HE HOUSF AND THE SENATE ALREADY HAVE 
HEAVY DEMOCRATIC MAJORITIES, WHICH, OF COURSF, DOES NOT PLEASE 
REPUBLICANS, 

STILL, SOME OF THE STRONGEST SUPPORTERS OF DISTRICT VOTING 
RIGHTS WERE INFLUENTIAL SENATE REPUBLICANS, INCLUDING SENATE 
MINORITY LEADER HOWARD BAKER. AND THE TWO-THIRDS SENATE "YES" 
VOTE REQUIRED TO APPROVE AN AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
ENABLING FULL VOTING REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS WOULD NOT HAVE 


BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE SUPPORT OF SOME OF THE SOUTHERN SENATORS 
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WHO ONCE OPPOSED CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION IN THE 1950'S AND 1960'S. 
BUT EVEN THIS STIRRING VICTORY IN THE SENATE IS NO GUARANTEF 
OF A VICTORY IN THE THIRTY-FIGHT STATE LEGISLATURES THAT MUST 
APPROVE AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, BY TRADITION, 
SUPPORTERS OF THE AMENDMENT HAVE SEVEN YEARS TO PERSUADE STATE 
LEGISLATURES TO APPROVE IT, AND THERF'LL BE CONSIDERABLE DEBATE 


AS THAT PROCFSS PROCEEDS, 


WJL/RD 


